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Sicut inberebat, pugnes licet, improbe dixit, 


festa ont Non tamen effugtes. 


Ovid. 





MONG a thoufand popular Ex: 
preflions which have lately been 
very much ufed, and very little 
a “™ underftood ; that of a Separate 
Peace is none of the moft Inconfiderable. 
Whea a Treaty was firlt talked of, as fet 
on. Foot by Her M y, the Ill-Wifhers 
to.i¢, comforted themfelves with this Re- 
flection; ‘That the Dutch were certainly 
for continuing the War, and Britatz could 
not, or durit not make a Separate Peace. 
Upon which relieving Confideration they 
hugged them felves exceedingly,drank about 
with. exquifite Satisfaction, and thought 
themfelyes itill fafe in Rapine and Confu- 
fiona. Such Reafoning as this I have often 
heard ; and could not without Horror re- 
fle: that there -fhould be ia the World 
fuch Enemies to, Human Nature in gene- 
ral, as to rejoyce at the Calamities ,of 
Mankind; and fuch Enemies to their own 
Country in, particular,. as to triumph in 
the; mad Profufion of its Blood and Trea- 
dure; and make. it Matter of Comfort to 
confider, that from being one, of the moft 
glorious and powerful Monarchies in the 
Univerfe, it hquld in the Space of Twenty 
Years be reduced to fuchadegree of Infamy 
and Mifery, asto be ina Stateof Depen- 
dancy and Servitude to a) Neighbouring 
Commonwealth, which it had feveral times 
faved from, the very brink.of Deftru€tion. 
:Aré thefe Gentlemen, then really of 
Qpinion.,::that when we -entered into 
the War, we obliged our felves never to 
aake Peace, unlefs when the Dutch fhould 
he pleafed to give us leave? If they do 
not think fo, why dothey fay fo? Or will 
they. go on-eternally in the fame way, 
‘Talking without Meaning, and labouring 
‘to deceive themfelves and Others? If they 
do think fo, what Notion mult they have 
of thofe who advifed Her M to en- 
gage in a Confederacy upon Terms fo dif- 
graceful and deftru€tive? But the Truth 
is, Thofe who argue inthis Manner, do 
not underftand the Nature of Treaties and 
Alliances , and have ng diltin& Idea of what 
they themfelves mean by a Separate Peace. 
“Which is then only made in a proper Politi- 
‘eat Senfe; when one of the Allies, without 
confulting or acquainting the reft, and de- 











fore the End for which the War commenced is 
obtained, treats Clandeftinely, and concludes 


4 Peace with the Common Enemy. But for 
one of the Principal Allies to fet a publick 
Negotiation ox Foot, communicating it: be+ 
forehand to al the Confederates, and procus 
ring a General Congrefs of their Minilterss 
and then to conclude a Peace, though the 
other Allies refufe to accept of the mot 
veafonable Conditions, after the End pro- 
pofed by the War is fully obtained, is Vhis 
to make a Separate Peace, inthe exceptio- 
nable and criminal Senfe of the Words? 
No; it was never yet fo determined ei- 
ther in Hiftory, Reafon, Law, or Divini- 
ty. Let Suarez, Puffendorf, Grotius de ‘fure 
Belli @& Pacis, and any other celebrated 
Writer, together with the common Senfe 
of Mankind, be confulted upon this Sub- 
ject ; and I will be obliged to itand to their 
Decifion. 

If it be asked, who fhall be Judge of 


the Reafonablenefs of the Conditions pro- 


fed to the other Allies? the Anfwer is 
eafy, That every Potentate mutt be allowed 
to be the Judge of his own particular Inte- 
reft, and all Mankind of common Equity. And 
how will that Equity determine? ‘Bhar 
the Interefts of Allies may be diftiné&, thar 
one may be ill ufed by another, and Cw- 
cumftances quite altered from what they 
were at the beginning of a War, Reaton 
and our own late Experience abundantly 
affure us. And muft not then each Poten- 
tate, ina general ‘J reaty, confuls his own 
Safety and Advantage, after having gain- 
ed the End for which the War was under- 
taken, and had a due Regard even to the 
feparate Intereft of his Confederates ? And 
mult he not after this be alowed the li- 
berty of making Peace for himfelt, though 
they fhould refufe to make it for them- 
felves? No, fay our Adverfaries ; he mult 
not. Why then, fay I, to be a Coxfederate 
is to bea Slave; and a Nation had much 
better run the hazard of fu‘fering by the 
Encroachments of the common Enetay, 
than engage in fuchan Alliance. But this 
is Doétrine only for us Britons, who have 
been fo long accultomed to confult eveny 
Bodies Intereft, but our own: and tobe 
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kind: No other Nation under the Sun 
would endure the mention of 1t! 

The common End propofed by the Con- 
federates in the Treaty of Alliance, was 
to reduce the Exorbitant Power of France, 
and to prevewt an Union of the French and 
Spaniih Monarchies in the fame Perfon. This 
is fully and effectually obtained; and acaus- 
‘to fine ceffat omnis aftio. For as to wrefting 
the wheleSpanifh Monarchy from every Branch 
of the Houfe of Bourbon, and tramsferring it 
to the Houje of Auftria: This was never 
fhe Foundation of our entring into the 
War; we never ftipulated any fuch Thing ; 
it is a mere foreign adventitious Branch, 
which fome have endeavoured to graft in- 
tothe Treaty of Alliance by popular Talk, 
Votes, and Addreffes. We never undertook 
it: if we had undertaken it, we are unable 
to perform it ; and if we could perform it,we 
fhould deftroy the Balance of Power in 
Europe by It. 

But ftillthe Dztchare for the continuance 
of rhe War: Itmay be fo; but fhall they force 
ws tocarry on a War againft our Will? After 
we have performed much more than ever 
we promifed ? Were we by the Alliance fo 
linked to them that we were for ever inca- 
pable of difingaging our felves? This is fome- 
what more than Cosfederacy; it 1s Coalition. 
It is like the Cafe of the two Children in 
one; who by a monitrous Birth grew toge- 
ther, and were carried about for a Show 
three or four Years fince; the one drawing 
the other after it, though cgntrary to the 
Will and Inclination of the latter: Only 
with this difference: In that Cafe the /frong- 
er drew the weaker: In this it would be juit 
the Reverfe; and fuch a Monfter in Policy 
would be much more fhocking than that 
other in Nature. 

To avoid the multiplying and repetition 
of Names, I have itated the Point only as 
relating to our felves and the Datch; about 
whom the Clamour of a Separate Peace has 
been chiefly raifed. But it is exactly the 
fame, in refpect of all the other Allies: and 
then indeed tlie folly of the Principle I 
am examining, appears the more conf{picu- 
ous. According to thisScheme, each Con- 
federated Power has loft his Liberty, and 
Nobody has gained it. ‘They are all En- 
fiavers, and all Enflaved; or,which is much 
the fame, they are Slaves to one another; 
which is abfurd and impoflible. This No- 
tion therefore of an Alliance excluding the 
Lawfulnefs of a Peace to be made by any 


one of the Confederates without the reff, is 
not only contrary to Fuftice and Reajon, 


.but it is contrary to Nature: Like the 


Schenies of Atheifts in accounting for the 
Formation of the World, it is repugnant 
toit felf, and implies a Contradiétion. 

But to put this Matter upon another 
Iffue : Should Her M y really make a 
ie Peace, in the ftri& and proper fente 
of the Expreffion, as She certainly will not; 
yet even then nothing could be reafonably 
objefted ; She might do it with the niceft 
Juftice, and without the -leaft Breach of 
Faith or Honour. And that for this plain 
Reafon, becaufe Her Allies have over.and 
over broke the Conditions ftipulated by 
Treaties, and confequently She has long 
fince been at petfect Liberty to make 
what Peace fhe pledfed , withotit 
much as confulting them, Or acquaintin 
them with it; for Proof of which, I refer 
to the Reprefentation of the Houfe of Com. 
mons. So that what I have to offer upon 
this Subje&t, may be reduced to the two 
following Points. First, That Her M——ty 
by concluding a Peace with France and 
Spain at this time, though without the 
Concurrence of Her Allies, would not make 
a Separate Peace, according to the known 
Senfe of the Words, as they are always 
ufed upon thefs Occafions. Secondly, "That 
if She fhould; She would break no Feith, 
but be juftified before God and Manin fo 
doing. | ax , 

I hinted above, that it is reafonable for 
[ome one or other of the Principal Allies 
in fuch a War as we have been engaged in, 
to fet a Treaty on Foot: This mutt ba 
allowed ; or-elfe it will follow, that a Con- 
federate War muft neceflarily be carried 
on for ever. And who, in the prefent Al- 
liance, is fo proper to do this as Her Britar- 
nick Majetty? She is by rouch the moft 
confiderable Poteritate engaged in it, 
except the Emperor: Superior to them all, 
but him; and even to'him in every thing 
but Title and Precedency. But he is the 
Principal Party concerned’; and therefore nb 
way qualified for that Work. It would 
undoubtedly be more agreeable to him to 
gain more Towns and Provinces, at tlie 
Expence of our Blood and Treafure; and 
confequently it cannot be expected that he 
fhould be forward to begin fucha Nego- 
tiation, unlefs it could be proved that it is 
as eafy for us to conquer Kingdoms, as tt 
is for him to ezjoy them. 





ADVERTISEMENT 


On Saturday will be Publifhed, The Second Edition, of 
Lewis Baboon turn’d Honeft, and John Bull Politician; being the Fourth Part of Law isa Bottomlefs Pit. 
Printed from 2 Marufcript found in the Cabinet of the famous Sir Humphry Polefworth ; and publifhed (as well 
as the Three former Parts and the Appendix) by the Authorof the NEW ATALANT IS: Sold by J: 
Morphew rear Stationers-Hall. Price6d. Where may be had An Exhortation to the Love of our Country: With 
fom= Reficttions ona late Proreft. “Price6d. And Bricain’s Palladium : Or, My Lord Bolingbroke’s Welcome 


from trance. Price 6d. 
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